
Featured Teacher:
Rachel Jeffers

“My students have a passion for creative 
writing and are brilliant authors!”

Cast of Characters
 Second graders in Lansdale, PA.

Background and Setting
Jeffers has been a second-grade 

teacher for over four years. 

Memorable Learning
"Some students walked into the school year 

struggling with reading and writing, and by the 
end of the school year, they were able to write 

a two-paragraph page in the classbook with 
minimal flaws or errors.”

“They were ECSTATIC! They couldn’t believe they were published authors 
& could see their writing in a classbook with their names on it.”

Zoo Field Trip Leads to 
Animal Research
Je�ers was never one to let an opportunity 
pass by. Knowing about an upcoming �eld 
trip, she had the perfect idea for a classbook 
topic.

“As a class, we brainstormed the idea of each 
student researching their favorite animal. We 
connected this research to our field trip that 
would take place at the end of the school 
year," Jeffers said. "We browsed through the 
different animals that were at our specific zoo, 
and each student chose one to focus on. Each 
student would be familiar with an animal and 
would share the information they learned 
when we visited the zoo for our field trip.”

Pages Reflect Creative 
Writing Passion
Gushing about her published authors, Je�ers 
emphasized how important the publishing 
process was for her class.

“My students have a passion for creative 
writing and are brilliant authors! They 
thoroughly enjoyed the process and loved 
becoming published authors as a class,” Je�ers 
said. “Each student felt included as they were 
assigned a specific animal, and they were 
each individually inclined to create a page in 
the classbook themselves.”

Literacy Skills Grow and Shine
It was not easy seeing her students struggle, 
but as they began writing their own stories, 
Je�ers’ classroom became a place where they 
could gain con�dence in their writing abilities.

“Creating a classbook de�nitely broadened 
my students' reading and writing skills. 
Some students walked into the school year 
struggling with reading and writing, and by 
the end of the school year, they were able to 
write a two-paragraph page in the classbook 
with minimal �aws or errors. Additionally, 
they enjoyed it!”
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Proud Authors Excitement
Jeffers excitedly shared when her class saw their published 
books for the first time.

“They were ECSTATIC! They truly couldn’t believe they were 
published authors and could see their writing in a classbook with 
their names on it.”

Don’t Be Afraid . . .
Using only two words, Je�ers expressed her feelings about the 
classbook activity: “DO IT!”
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