
Hint: Write dialogue so it sounds like people 

do when they actually talk. Don’t make their 

speech sound too formal and don’t make it so 

long your reader loses interest.
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Note to the teacher: Have each student use a copy of this page after planning a narrative to develop his essay with descriptive details and dialogue.

Great writing deserves 
to be published in 

a classbook.
Visit studentreasures.com.

Narrative writing, using narrative techniques (W.4.3b; W.4.4; W.5.3b; W.5.4)

You Don’t Say!
Using the narrative you have planned, jot descriptive details, actions, and 	
	 dialogue about how the characters act about and react to the problem.

Discovering and Dealing With the Problem Solving the Problem

Descriptive Details

Things the  
Characters  
Might Do

Things the  
Characters  
Might Say


